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Welcome to the Land of Oak & Iron. Covering 177 square kilometres of the beautiful 
and historic Derwent Valley and its surroundings, this is one of the most rewarding 
areas to explore.

Bursting with acres of beautiful natural woodland, rich in wildlife and with lots of 
industrial and cultural heritage to celebrate, the Land of Oak & Iron has many 
fascinating places to discover. With countryside to explore by bike, foot or horse, you 
can follow the River Derwent from the Derwent Reservoir to the River Tyne. Come 
and rediscover, or find out for the first time, what makes the Derwent Valley the 
perfect destination for a visit.

The scenic Derwent Walk is a 12 mile long multi-user route that follows the old line of 
the Derwent Valley Railway, from Consett to Swalwell. The Derwent Walk, or National 
Cycle Route 14 (NCR14) which it mostly follows, is referred to in many of the routes 
within this booklet.

There is disabled access along the Derwent Walk Country Park which can be 
accessed from different points along the Derwent Valley including from the Land of 
Oak and Iron Heritage Centre.

This series of nine walks will introduce you to the beautiful landscape of the area and 
help you discover 500 years of heritage, history, heroes and habitats, whilst providing 
some great walking opportunities.

Some walks are short and are likely to take just an hour or two whilst others cover 
a longer distance and can fill a whole day. They have been designed to range from 
easy through to difficult meaning there is something for everyone; from beginners and 
families with children, through to those looking for more of a challenge.
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Key     
Car Park Start Finish

Allensford Blast Furnace
Loop

Time: 2.5 hours
Difficulty: Moderate
Start: The Lodge Heritage Centre, Blackhill and Consett Park, DH8 5TA
Parking: Blackhill and Consett Park car park off Manse Street, DH8 5UG
Facilities: Consett Town Centre, Shotley Bridge, Allensford Caravan Park Cafe 
(Open 10am - 5pm daily)
OS Maps: Explorer 307 Consett & Derwent Reservoir

1
A pleasant 10.5km/6.5 miles circular walk through a delightful blend of riverside, 
railway and country tracks, leading to the site of Allensford Blast Furnace.
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Directions
1. Leave the park by the main gate, carefully cross the road to walk down St.  
 Aidan’s Street opposite. At the bottom, cross the cobbles and bear left and  
 then turn left onto the tarmac path signposted ‘National Cycle Network 14’  
 (NCN 14). 
2. Continue along path, when you reach Park Road cross straight over and  
 continue along NCN 14, a nice wooded route, until you reach Fawcett Park.   
 Here you can see a memorial to the Consett Iron Company.

In 1840 the Derwent Iron Works (later Consett Iron Company) was founded to 
exploit the rich local ironstone and coal deposits. The works produced high quality 
steel for 140 years and was the main reason for massive development in Consett 
from 1840 onwards. The steel was world renowned and used to build many 
structures, including Blackpool Tower and Sydney Harbour Bridge.

3. Turn right on a stony path, and where the path forks, bear left. At the bench  
 continue straight on, steeply downhill on grassy steps coming out at    
 Pemberton Road. 
4. Cross Pemberton Road. Turn right and keep to the grass verge for 150m.   
 Turn left down a signed footpath, after 20m bear right into woods for   
 approximately 800m until you meet a road.
5. Turn left here.  Continue around the bend then take a sharp left onto Shotley  
 Grove signed car park 200 yards.

Shotley Grove paper mills were the first in the North of England and were some of 
the largest in England during the 19th century. In 1881, about 300 workers were 
employed here. However, between 1908 and 1911 the mill ceased working. 

6. Continue along Shotley Grove to the small car park, at which point you will  
 see a new footbridge.  Cross the footbridge and turn left along the path  
 passing Forge Cottage.



Forge Cottage derives its name from the Bertram family forge which once 
stood on this site. The Bertrams, from Solingen in Germany, were one of the 19 
families offered a six year contract in the latter part of the 17th century to settle 
and manufacture swords for the British market. The forge was ideally situated to 
take advantage of the natural resources required for the steel and sword-making 
process: forests for charcoal, stone from the riverbed for grindstone grit and 
plentiful water for cooling hot metal.  Bertram was not only a sword-smith but also 
supplied high quality steel to the other swordmakers at Shotley Bridge. 

        
        Follow this riverside path passing several weirs. 

7. Continue along the riverside. You will see the former steelworks pump house  
 across the river beside a weir. 
8. Opposite the caravan site, you will climb a short steep incline, keep left  
 to take the level path along the edge of the field on your right (with the steep  
 woodland bank on your left). After approximately 150m look out for a gap in  
 the wood which leads you down to the former Allensford Blast Furnace. Go  
 down and take a look if you wish.    

Allensford Blast Furnace was used between 1670 and 1730 and is the earliest 
surviving iron ore roasting furnace in Britain. The recently conserved, square stone 
built Charcoal Fired Furnace and Calcining Kiln above, is known to have been used 
by the Bertram family of the Shotley Bridge Swordmakers. 

9. Retrace your steps to the footpath and carry on along the path, bear right to  
 a small bridge and turn to road (A68). 
10. Turn left along the A68, and cross Allensford Bridge. After the bridge turn  
 left through a gate to a large picnic site. Cross the picnic site. The cafe,  
 ‘Inn on the Park’ is at the far end. Pick up the gravel path that runs behind  
 the ‘Allensford Park’ sign at the entrance of the park into the wooded area  
 on the right hand side of the caravan site. Continue along this path, at the  
 path junction turn right up the hill, ascending steps and crossing a wooden  
 bridge.
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11. The path leads you to Pemberton Road. Taking great care, cross the road  
 bridge diagonally and turn right up into woods, which is marked by a   
 directional sign for Castleside Inn. 
12. At the top of the hill turn right along the edge of the woods and continue on  
 this main path for approximately 500m (ignoring all minor paths). Look out  
 on the right for the Woodland Trust’s large plantations. 
13. After a further 300m, bear left off the main trail (marked by a white arrow on   
 a large tree). Cross a small concrete bridge and bear right at first junction  
 and keep left through the woods uphill, then down and bear left at the green  
 metal fence. 
14. The path leads to the car park and garages of Selby Gardens. Exit Selby  
 Gardens. Turn left and head to the roundabout. Cross over Hallgarth Road  
 and pick up the gravel path heading downhill through a grassy area between  
 the trees.   
15. Go through the metal barriers onto a narrow path to some wetlands.
16. Bear left along a narrow path and keep left to reach a wide gravel track.
17. Turn right and head uphill to pass through a decorative metal gate.
18. Bear left on a wide path and turn left uphill past a Project Genesis marker  
 post to climb what was the former steelworks slag heap.
19. At the top of the hill bear left on the ‘National Cycle Network14’
20. Follow the wide track around a new housing estate to arrive back at Fawcett  
 Park. Retrace your steps back to Blackhill & Consett Park. 
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Around Consett
Town

2

Time: 2 hours
Difficulty: Easy
Start: The Lodge Heritage Centre, Blackhill and Consett Park, DH8 5TA
Parking: Blackhill and Consett Park car park off Manse Street, DH8 5UG
OS Maps: Explorer 307 Consett & Derwent Reservoir, Landranger 88 Newcastle-upon-Tyne

A pleasant 5.6km/3.5 miles circular walk around the perimeter of Consett with a 
little information about the heritage of the town.
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Directions 
1. Go into Blackhill and Consett Park and with the Lodge on your left walk up  
 the wide avenue. Pass the bandstand on your right. Along this route you can  
 see an ornate drinking fountain, and the wishing stone.

 Originally named Consett Park, the park was laid out on derelict land gifted by  
 Consett Iron Company, and opened with a grand ceremony in 1891.

2. Turn right in front of the play area, and take a left at the path fork and head  
 straight across to exit the park on the south side. 
3. Carefully use the crossing to cross the B6322 near the roundabout and pick  
 up the tarmac path straight ahead to go into the wooded area known as ‘The  
 Drift’. 
4. Head uphill and at the crossroads take the footpath to the right and continue  
 along the path.
5. At the next footpath junction take the right hand path. Follow this path   
 and keep left. You will pass 2 slag ladles. At the next path junction go straight  
 across and at the next junction turn right to exit to the road (Genesis Way).
6. Turn left beside the road and continue for approximately 200m past                 
 a small roundabout to cross Genesis Way at the pedestrian crossing east  
 of the Tesco Car Park. Turn left off the crossing and continue heading along  
 Genesis Way to a large roundabout. Carefully cross the A692 using the  
 crossing (signposted Stanhope and Allendale on the National Cycle Network  
 7).
7. Continue walking south for 150m with woods on your right. Turn   
 right on a tarmac pathway (part of the National Cycleway Network 7) at the  
 next roundabout. The path bears round left to pass the dramatic “Terris  
 Novalis” sculptures by Turner prize-winning artist Tony Cragg, on the site of  
 the former steelworks.

Created by Tony Cragg on the site of the old steelworks, the two sculptures are 
replicas of 19th century surveyors’ instruments, a theodolite and a level. The 
enlarged sculptures symbolise the economic and environmental regeneration of the 
area which was hit so hard when the steelworks closed in September 1980.

8. Continue down the footpath on to the line of the old Stanhope and Tyne  
 Railway.
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The Stanhope and Tyne Railway, designed by Robert Stephenson, was an early 
British mineral railway, that ran from Stanhope to South Shields at the mouth of the 
River Tyne. Due to Consett's industrial importance, the town become a hub for rail 
lines in all directions.

9. Continue for approximately 1200m.  Turn right onto NCN 14 after the large  
 steel ladle at the Lygetts rail junction onto a smaller stony path. Keep to path  
 straight ahead (ignore the left turn).
10. In 200m, at the road turn right and after 100m bear right on a tarmac path  
 until you reach the A692 road.
11. Carefully cross the A692. 
12. There's a small industrial estate on your right. Continue straight to follow the  
 NCN 14 path, into a wooded area for 300m.
13. Leave the NCN14 path at the first left (the Derwent Walk is signed to the  
 right). Continuing through the gateway and cross several wooden bridges.
14. Continue straight to cross over a wide path on the minor path that heads  
 uphill through the trees. 

Once you reach the top of the hill (the former steelwork slag heap), if you look left 
you will see a fantastic view.

15. Turn right at the path junction to follow the path, bearing right again to arrive  
 at 'Fawcett Park'. 

Within the park, there is  a memorial to Consett Steelworks.   The Derwent Iron 
Works (later Consett Iron Company) was founded to exploit the rich ironstone and 
coal deposits of the Consett area. The works produced high quality steel for 140 
years and was the main industry leading to the massive development of the town. 
Within the park there are other points of interest which you may like to explore.

16. From the Fawcett Memorial continue on NCN14 signed Derwent Walk through  
 a gate and down a stony track, the route goes right beside the industrial unit  
 fence on your right.
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17. Cross over the road to continue on the NCN14 path for approximately   
 100m. 
18. Turn right on St Aidans Street. 
19. At the top of this road, cross to return to Blackhill and Consett Park.
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 Pont Burn
Woods Walk

3

Time: 2.5 hours
Difficulty: Moderate
Start: Layby in front of Lintzford Garden Centre on the A694, Rowlands Gill, NE39 1DG
Parking: Layby in front of Lintzford Garden Centre on the A694, Rowlands Gill, NE39 1DG
Public Transport: 45 or 46
OS Maps: Explorer 307 Consett & Derwent Reservoir

A 10km/6 miles circular walk with an initial bracing uphill climb that is rewarded 
with great views featuring open countryside, coppiced woodland, industrial rem-
nants and a country house estate.
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Directions
1. Head north east along the A694 over river bridge in 50m. Go past the bus  
 stop and turn right on footpath 80 signed Priestfield Wood. Cross the bridge  
 towards the houses and bear right up the cobbled track between the houses.  
 This is part of the Red Kite Trail.

This was the path between the Lintzford Mill and Lintz Green station. 

2. This wide track passes a house on your right and narrows to a dirt path and  
 eventually widens again further up the hill.
3. Partway up the hill continue straight on across the bridge above the   
 Derwent Walk with the former station house on the left. You are now   
 passing over the former Lintz Green Station. 

The station was constructed in 1909 and the line connected Scotswood in 
Newcastle to Consett, but by the 1920’s buses had started taking the passengers 
away from the railways and after the Second World War passenger numbers didn’t 
recover so passenger services were withdrawn in December of 1953. The line 
continued as a freight service, mainly carrying coal from the surrounding collieries, 
but as the collieries themselves closed down traffic reduced more and the line was 
closed totally in November of 1963.

The station also has a gruesome claim to fame, in 1911 Lintz Green station was 
the scene of the murder of the stationmaster by an unknown gunman, the crime 
was never solved.

4. At the road (B6310), turn left. After about 10m take a right to pick up Lintz  
 Lane, leading to Lintz Hall Farm. 
5. Follow this road/ track uphill passing Lintz Hall Farm, ignoring any side  
 public footpath signs for  about ¾ mile until you get to Upper Lintz Farm  
 and a cross roads. Turn right at the crossroads and walk between the farm  
 outbuildings onto a farm track.
6. Follow this track along the contour, heading towards Pontop Pike mast.  
 Along this stretch you go over several stiles.

 There are lovely views over Chopwell Wood and the middle part of the valley. 
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7. The path continues over a stile through a small woodland area, continue  
 straight ahead. At the 3rd stile head up to a track and turn left through a gate/ 
 over a stile and turn right along a path beside the hedge which leads to a  
 woodland.
8. Cross a bridge over the Dipton Burn. 
9. Exit the woodland via a stile. Pick up the public footpath (marked with a  
 public footpath sign). The footpath contours into a hedged lane. 
10. Cross two more stiles, cross Collierley Lane and continue to follow the  
 footpath, heading towards a large house in the distance. This is Pontop Hall.
 

During the 18th and 19th century a number of country estates were known to have 
existed within the vicinity of the Burn including Pontop Hall to the south-east and 
Hamsterley Hall to the north-west.  Pontop Hall, a fine early 18th century country 
house is still preserved, now a Farmhouse which has recently undergone extensive 
repairs .  Other estates have not been as fortunate and a great many country 
houses were demolished in the area at the beginning of the last century. Pontop 
Hall, a grade 2* listed building, dates from approximately 1700 externally, however 
evidence from archaeological finds and internal structures shows there has been a 
building at the same location since at least the Elizabethan period, possibly earlier.

11. At Pikewell Burn, cross a concrete bridge with steel railings and turn down  
 a woodland track into the woodland until you reach Pont Burn ford. 

There are currently 33 Pont Burn stones in existence, with only 14 in situ, they are 
boundary markers between two adjoining properties; these stones are small and 
resemble small gravestones with carvings of initials on both sides (initials of the 
land owner facing into their land) these stones follow a line through the wood that 
appears to denote a former watercourse route differing from the route of the Pont 
Burn now, this shows the ages of the stones to be early 19th century in date.

12. Cross the wooden bridge next to the ford - there is an information panel on  
 your left. Continue along the track straight ahead for approximately 1km/  
 0.6mile.

 Pontburn Wood is the Woodland Trust’s largest woodland in the North East at  
 just under 110 hectares and is a good example of a plantation on an ancient  
 woodland site. The Woodland Trust is managing the gradual removal of none  
 native trees from the wood with the intention of converting it back to a more native  
 mixed woodland.  There is signage along the main track in this wood explaining the  
 processes.
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Lintzford Mill Bridge over Pont Burn

Track through meadow

13. Go through the wicket gate beside a field gate and in 50m bear right at the  
 path junction. Continue on this track as it becomes a tarmacked estate  
 road. Continue on this road across a bridge over a small gorge and walk  
 along to leave Hamsterley Hall estate in 200m. 
14. At the main road (B6310) cross straight over to pick up the public footpath.  
 The track runs under a viaduct and turns into Mill Farm Road. Pass the  
 houses on Mill Farm Road until you reach the main road (A694). 
15. Turn right along the A694 back to the starting point, or refreshments at the  
 Lintzford Garden Centre Cafe.

Pont Burn
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Chopwell Wood to
 Milkwellburn Wood 

Circular
4

An interesting 10km/6 miles circular route linking mature woodland and small 
villages in the Derwent Valley.

Time: 3 hours
Difficulty: Moderate
Start: Chopwell Wood main car park, Rowlands Gill, Gateshead, NE39 1LT
Parking: Chopwell Wood main car park, Rowlands Gill, Gateshead NE39 1LT
OS Maps: Explorer 307 Consett & Derwent Reservoir

Further walking/cycling routes are available around Chopwell Woods.
Find out more: www.forestryengland.uk/chopwell-wood
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Directions
1. Start in the main Chopwell Wood car park and cross the entrance road and  
 enter the woods via the green barrier heading uphill, follow track and bear to  
 the left (ignore the first right turn); at a large area where several paths meet,  
 turn left along the old rail line.

This line carried coal from the colliery at Chopwell to the Tyne for export. The 
colliery was active from 1781 until its closure in 1966. There are various shafts 
located throughout the woods.

2. Walk along the old rail line for 750m. Turn left at an information board and  
 head downhill for about 400m.
3. Approximately 100m before a green metal barrier, turn right on a wide track.
4. Follow this track to a road at the edge of the woodland.
5. Cross the road and head right along a public footpath (signed), Chopwell  
 Park is on your right.

The streets in the village of Chopwell are, in the majority, named after rivers 
(Tyne, Clyde, Humber etc.) however there are exceptions, Chopwell achieved its 
nickname of Little Moscow because of its strong support for the Communist Party. 
During the 1926 general strike the Union Flag at the council offices was taken 
down and replaced with the Soviet Flag. In the same year in the south of the village 
a street named Marx & Lenin Terrace was constructed.

6. Turn left at the first junction, then take the first left heading downhill with the  
 allotments on your right.Continue straight downhill and turn right just before  
 a terrace of houses(Dalton Terrace) in front of a wooden fence. This path  
 leads you between some houses and a farm to a busy road (Mill Road).  
7. Take care and cross Mill Road and turn left heading downhill. Turn right    
 onto Whinney Leas, which turns into South View. At the far end of South  
 View, follow the public footpath sign into Milkwellburn Wood.

Milkwellburn Wood is Durham Wildlife Trust’s largest area of ancient semi-natural 
woodland and has the best woodland flora in the surrounding area.

8. Continue straight over two junctions, following the pathway steeply   
 downwards, across a stream , and then steeply back upwards.
9. Take the left path after that dip and continue on this path until you reach the  
 edge of the woods.
10. As you leave the woods take the track with the burn on your right, this flows  
 into the River Derwent in 250m. Continue along the road to the hamlet of  
 Blackhall Mill with the River Derwent on your right. Cross straight over the  
 main road (Armondside Road) with the river running on your right. 
11. In 250m, turn left on a bridleway that goes between fields into the woods up a  
 steep path and follow the track to the right.
12. At the T junction, turn right downhill to cross a footbridge, then up again. 
13. At the next T junction, turn left on the bridleway marked Chopwell Wood,  
 head uphill to the tarmac road and then turn right on the tarmac road for  
 800m back to the main car park.
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Rowlands Gill
 Walk5

VICTORIAVICTORIA
GAREFIELDGAREFIELD

Time: 1.5 - 2 hours
Difficulty: Easy
Start: Viaduct car park off Stirling Lane, Rowlands Gill, NE39 1PP
Parking: Viaduct car park off Stirling Lane, Rowlands Gill, NE39 1PP
Facilities: Shops near car park at start, Café at Hooker Gate
OS Maps: Explorer 307 Consett & Rowlands Gill

A 9km/5.5 miles route designed to take you through Derwent Walk Country 
Park, beautiful woodland and in and out of hamlets in the Derwent Valley.
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Directions
 Throughout the entire walk keep an eye on the skies, as this area has the highest  
 number of Red Kites in the North East after 94 individuals were reintroduced  
 between 2004 and 2006, with the first chicks fledged in the wild in 2007 (the first 
 in over 170 years), it is now thought that there may be over 100 pairs of red kite  
 resulting from the reintroduction with red kites now occasionally seen as far south  
 as Teesside. It is now common to see groups of a dozen or more kites, especially  
 in spring at the start of the breeding season.

1. Leave the car park by the metal barrier and go up to the Derwent Walk. Turn  
 right to look at the viaduct then turn back and follow the multi user path to  
 the road (Stirling Lane), cross to Stirling Lane and follow path between  
 houses to cross a car park and follow the path to the left of Station House to  
 the junction with the main road through Rowlands Gill.
2. Cross the road and follow the grassy path opposite to an open grassy area  
 and turn left at the bridleway Blaydon 120 sign and pass through the horse  
 gate and kissing gate.
3. Follow the path for about 300 metres to a path on the right hand side down  
 the bank to a bridge. Cross the bridge and follow the path up the other side  
 of the valley or take the steps to the left. Walk along this wide path for about  
 1 and a half miles.
4. On reaching the road bear left up the hill. At the junction, carry straight on  
 past the old school on your left until you come to some houses on your right,  
 this is Robson Terrace.
5. Turn right into the cul de sac to a stile. Cross it and follow the line of the  
 fence on your left and bear left up and over a hill in woodland until you  
 come to another stile leading to an enclosed path at the rear of a terrace of  
 houses (Wood Terrace).
6. This will take you to a road (Hookergate Lane). Cross the road and head up  
 the opposite road passing a ‘no through road’ sign and keep to the right  
 hand side with a small estate of houses to your right (Beechwood). 
7. Follow the path and at the top of the hill the road turns left, follow the path  
 straight on, on reaching the T junction turn left, follow this path until you  
 come to a cottage, keep the cottage on your right and follow road into        
 Chopwell Woodland Park.
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8. Follow this road for about 100 metres and take the path to the left which is  
 signposted to the car park and follow it for about 400 metres.
9. At the T junction turn left around the barrier and in about 30 metres stay left  
 at the pylon, then follow this path for another 500 metres within woodland  
 keeping left.
10. When you come to a T junction at a bench and red kite sign take the left turn  
 doing a sharp U turn and snaking around to a gate. Go through the gate and  
 head left up to the road keeping the houses of Victoria Garesfield on your  
 right. At the T junction turn right following a tarmacked road downhill            
 towards Chopwell Villa until you come to a private parking area.

 1765 was the year that saw the beginning of the ‘Garesfield’ pits with the opening  
 of a pit near Ash Tree farm, Low Spen, followed by, in 1801, the opening of one  
 on land effectively belonging to a certain Mr Gair and known as ‘Gair’s Field’  The  
 pit at ‘Gair’s Field’ produced excellent coking coal for which it became renowned  
 and the name evolved into Garesfield and by 1819 there were four pits working.  
 Other collieries were later opened nearby and used the Garesfield name as a mark  
 of quality of their own coal. One of which was the Victoria Garesfield pit which  
 closed in 1962, a depression on the opposite side of the beck from the houses at  
 the top of the bank is the only visible sign of the pit now.

11. Turn sharp left at the end of the road and follow the path with the fence  
 on your right, (do not go through the kissing gate). Follow this path to the  
 road (Lintzford Lane).
12. On reaching the road turn right then in about 10 metres turn left down some  
 steps and follow this path for about 500 metres through Strother Hill Nature  
 Reserve to the Whinfield industrial estate.

 Here there were once 193 beehive coke ovens, built in 1861 by the owners   
 of the Victoria Garesfield Colliery to produce coke from coal mined at Victoria  
 Garesfield and Watergate Collieries; you can see the entrance to the Whinfield  
 coke ovens on your right. From 1915 the hot air from the flue was used to raise  
 steam for electricity generation, the beehive coke ovens were the last to operate  
 in Britain. They continued to operate until 1958 when the cost of brick production       
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 (ovens require constant maintenance including the replacement of bricks) and the  
 demise of suitable coal reserves led to closure. There are only five complete  
 and two partial ovens if you go and look today.

13. Follow the estate road for about 100 metres and turn right at the junction  
 and follow this road for about 500 metres past the school to the main road. 
14. Cross the road and turn right. Carry on along the path for another 200       
 metres. 
15. Bear left along Smailes Lane. Cross the green and head for the white flat  
 roofed building (Rowlands Gill Library).
16. When you get to the library, turn right heading to the shops on the main road.   
 Cross the road at the pedestrian crossing and take the right hand road to the  
 side of Tesco’s and follow this road back to the car park.

 This route was devised and researched by Tim Deveaux.
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 Bewes Hills and
Path Head Water Mill

6

A 4.5km/3 miles circular route around some of the old mineral workings and 
transport routes of the Blaydon Burn and Bewes Hills.

Time: 1.5 hours
Difficulty: Easy
Start: In the no through road opposite Path Head Watermill entrance, Blaydon-on-Tyne,  
NE21 4SP
Parking: In the no through road opposite Path Head Watermill entrance, Blaydon-on-Tyne,  
NE21 4SP
Facilities: Refreshments at Path Head Watermill when open
OS Maps: Explorer 316 Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
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Directions
 Path Head watermill construction was started in 1730 by the Townley family, the  
 Path Head Mill worked as a corn mill until 1828. Around 1974 the farm buildings  
 became derelict, of which the later 1930’s farmhouse is the only survivor. The  
 area was then surrounded by extensive gravel extraction and later landfill. The mill  
 was restored to working condition over several years starting in the mid 1990’s.

1. Park in the no through road NE21 4SP opposite the Path Head Watermill  
 entrance off Summerhill road (not where the houses are).
2. Go through a gate to enter Woodland Trust land and walk downhill, exit gate  
 and turn right to a green metal stile. 
3. Walk down steps and turn right following pathway under the road bridge.

 You are now walking on the old Blaydon waggon way, built in the 1840’s to link the  
 Blaydon pits to the port of Newcastle. Coal had been mined on the Blaydon Burn  
 since at least mediaeval times due to the burn eroding through seams of coal  
 making it easily accessible. You will see evidence of coal working along the whole  
 stretch of the waggon way.

4. Take the first right turn at a crossroads. Ignore the Red Kite Trail straight on.  
 This leads up some steep steps in 100 metres. 
5. Turn left at the top, don’t go through the gate and in 150 metres turn right  
 signed to Greenside and Winlaton
6. Take the first right hand path signed Red Kite Trail. 

 Near here is a tunnel of the Edward pit, coal was mined here from the 1850’s  
 till 1896, and the tunnel was then reused from 1900 as the entrance into   
 Priestman Collieries tar works. This tar works was the first in the world to produce  
 petrol from coal in the form of Blaydon Benzol.

7. Go right, over a stone bridge, stay on this path until you reach Beweshill  
 Lane.
8. Cross the road and enter Bewes Hills via a footbridge and go up a steep  
 narrow path between trees. At the far edge of the woods, bear left to a   
 surfaced pathway and bear left on this.
9. Follow this pathway west, then north beside some ponds, at the fork take the  
 right pathway and then follow path between trees.
10. As the pathway turns to the right, keep straight on directly next to the pylons  
 on a grassy path. Take the next left on a small path beside a drainage ditch  
 on the left into the gap between the trees. Follow this pathway until you  
 reach Beweshill Lane.
11. Cross the main Beweshill Lane and go down the side road marked ‘Beweshill  
 Lane leading to Mill Farm House’. When you reach the farmhouse go through  
 the gate on the right and go down the steps you came up at the beginning of  
 your journey.
12. Turn left at the track and follow the route back under the bridge, turn left and  
 go up the steps to follow the pathway back to the Woodland Trust field gate,  
 enter the field and walk uphill to your parking place. 

 The Path Head Watermill is worth a visit. If it is closed, the mill wheel can be seen  
 from the footpath off Summerhill Road that leads down to the Mill. 
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The Spetchells: 
Wasteland to Wildlife Haven

7
A short 4km/2.5 miles circular walk around the Spetchells, a fascinating remnant 
of local industry that now provides an important haven for local wildlife and 
fantastic views across the Land of Oak & Iron and Tyne Valley.

Time: 1.5 hours
Difficulty: Moderate
Start: Tyne Riverside Cafe & Land of Oak & Iron Heritage Centre, Low Prudhoe, NE42 6NR
Parking: Tyne Riverside Cafe & Land of Oak & Iron Heritage Centre, Low Prudhoe, NE42 
6NR
Facilities: Tyne Riverside Cafe & Land of Oak & Iron Heritage Centre
OS Maps: Explorer 316 Newcastle-upon-Tyne
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Directions
1. Leave the Heritage Centre and Country Park Car Park via the riverside exit  
 and turn right to join the Tyne Riverside Walk. Walk under the road bridge  
 and continue on this path until you cross a bridge over a burn. Here you can  
 see the white chalk embankments of the Spetchells looming over you.

 Once an industrial dumping ground, the Spetchells has become an important  
 habitat for wildlife. After a chemical plant closed in the 1960s, nature gradually  
 reclaimed the heaps of chalk waste. Grasses and wildflowers including harebells,  
 marjoram and St John’s wort have spread creating a large area of chalk grassland.

2. Leave the tarmac path here and take the first rough surfaced track to your  
 right to head up hill. Turn left in 30 metres to climb the wooden steps onto  
 the top of the Spetchells. Walk straight ahead following the path over the top  
 of the hill, through the chalk grassland that has established here.

The grassland here is home to an unusual mix of species due to the chalk found 
in the heaps, but it has also been dominated in recent years by invasive garden 
species such as Cotoneaster. The Spetchells Conservation Interest Group 
lead regular volunteer sessions to help remove these species and manage the 
grassland. 

3. Head through the patch of gorse bushes and down the steep wooden steps,  
 take care on these steps as parts are uneven.
4. Continue on the path ahead to head up hill onto the second chalk heap.
5. At the fork in the path keep right to go through the trees.
6. At the next fork, bear right. Follow the narrow paths through the grassland
7. When you reach the end of the hill turn back on yourself through a bare  
 chalky area and walk back along the other side of the hill.
8. You’ll pass through some trees and you will arrive at a stunning viewpoint  
 where there is a bench overlooking the Tyne. Here turn right to head down  
 the hill.
 
 On the right look at the fantastic exposures of chalk and notice the holes within the  
 chalk, which are the nests of Sand Martins. In the Spring/ Summer watch as they  
 fly in and out of their nests feeding their young.

9. At the end of the chalk exposure turn left to walk along a path through   
 the woods. Enjoy views across the Tyne as you walk parallel to the river.
10. Where you start to head downhill out of the woods take the set of 9 steps  
 on your right. Bear right onto the rough path and then turn left to join the  
 Tyne Riverside Path.
11. Take the right hand turn at the post saying ‘no horses/ no cycling’ and head  
 over the small footbridge towards the river. Follow the rough path alongside  
 the river.
12. Bear left at the fork and follow the grass path to re-join the surfaced Tyne  
 Riverside Path. From here retrace your steps to return to the Tyne Riverside  
 Café & Land of Oak & Iron Heritage Centre.
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Hollinside Manor8
An attractive and varied 6km/3.7 miles walk through woodland and meadows 
with some great viewpoints and the chance to spot one of the most spectacular 
of our birds of prey - a Red Kite.

Time: 2.5 hours
Difficulty: Moderate
Start: Land of Oak and Iron Heritage Centre & Cafe Shrub, Winlaton Mill, NE21 6RU
Parking: Land of Oak and Iron Heritage Centre & Cafe Shrub, Winlaton Mill, NE21 6RU
Facilities: Land of Oak and Iron Heritage Centre
OS Maps: Explorer 307 Consett and Derwent Reservoir
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Directions
1. Turn left in front of the Heritage Centre on the marked Red Kite Trail. Turn  
 right.
2. Turn right again at the fork onto the multi-user route, with the River   
 Derwent on your left through the trees.

 The river here was dammed and sluiced to supply water power to the old   
 Crowley’s Ironworks.

 The iron goods manufactured here included nails for the ships that were built for  
 the British Navy.

 At its height the Crowley works employed up to 1,500 people.

3. Continue on to where the path curves to the right and meets a crossroads of  
 paths. Take the left hand path down to the ‘Butterfly Bridge’, an information  
 board explains the name. 

 The original Butterfly Bridge was built in 1842 by local stone mason John English.  
 Lang Jack as he was known, also worked on the original Scotswood Bridge. The  
 stone bridge was replaced by a steel and timber decked bridge in 1950 but this  
 was destroyed by the floods of 2008. 

 Also near the bridge, you can see the remains of the house of flour miller, George  
 Eavan’s. This was the last remaining property at the village established by Crowley.

4. Cross the bridge. Turn right and follow the path across a track up steep  
 woodland steps signed Derwent Walk.
5. At the old railway line cross and go up the steps signed ‘Hollinside Manor’. 
 Follow a clear path that rises and undulates, ignoring a stile on the left  
 leading to the farm and continue onto the ruins of the Hollinside Manor  
 House.
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 Hollinside Manor House was a 13th Century manor house, which is now a   
 Scheduled Ancient Monument. It was the home of the Harding family for 200  
 years during which time the manor became known as the ‘Giants Castle’ since the  
 residents were very tall. More information can be seen on the information board in  
 situ at this point of the walk. 

6. Carry on in front of the manor on a short narrow path, until you reach some  
 steps that lead down onto a long boardwalk. 
7. Follow this boardwalk, over a stile and continue to take the steps which  
 descend to the Derwent Walk.
8. Turn left and walk onto Lockhaugh Viaduct known locally as the Nine Arches.

 The Nine Arches Viaduct is 150 metres long, and was built as part of the          
 Consett branch of the North Eastern railway line to transport coal, timber, bricks  
 and iron ore. The rail route bypassed the Earl of Strathmore’s Gibside Estate.

 At this point there are lovely views across to the Gibside Estate, now owned by the  
 National Trust. It is also a good viewpoint to try and catch a glimpse of a Red Kite.

9. Once you have taken in the view, turn around and return along the Derwent  
 Walk for approximately 50 metres.  At the blue Coast to Coast sign (C2C)  
 turn left.
10. Continue up on the centre path, with the stone sculpture on your left to reach  
 the viewpoint of Kite Hill.

 The sculpture known as ‘Stones Garden’ was made on the site of the former  
 Derwenthaugh Cokeworks. It was commissioned as part of ‘Four Seasons’, a  
 project organised by Gateshead Council for the Year of Visual Arts UK and   
 represents autumn.   The five upright stones are named ‘The Mother Stone’, ‘The  
 Waterfall Stone’, ‘The Cave Stone’, ‘The Moon Stone’ and ‘The Boat Stone’.

11. At the viewpoint, bear right downhill to go through a kissing gate onto a  
 grassy path leading downhill through the middle of a grassy area. This  
 brings you down to the multi-user route. 
12. Turn right and in about 100 metres, turn left over a stone bridge with a 1998  
 date stone.
13. Cross over the River Derwent. Turn left, then continue to a path junction. 
14. Turn left again back to the Heritage Centre.
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 Wylam
to Bradley Gardens

9

A 7km/4.3 miles circular walk starting from Wylam, heading through countryside, 
passing places such as Clara Vale and Bradley Gardens. 

Time: 2 hour
Difficulty: Easy
Start: Wylam Car Park Tyne Riverside Country Park, Ingham Terrace, NE41 8DW
Parking: Wylam Car Park Tyne Riverside Country Park, Ingham Terrace, NE41 8DW
Facilities: Cafes and pubs in Wylam, refreshments at Bradley Hall and Daniel Farm
OS Maps: Explorer 316 Newcastle-upon-Tyne
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Directions
1. Turn left out of car park onto the main road and cross the bridge over the  
 River Tyne.
2. Turn left into the railway station car park, at the end of the car park there  
 is a footpath called the Keelman’s Way.  Follow the Keelman’s Way for   
 approximately 1.5 km following the river.

 The Keelman’s Way is a shared use route that runs alongside the Tyne. The  
 name comes from the ‘Keelmen’ who sailed in flat bottomed boats called keels  
 which transported coal. The keels were approximately 40ft long by 16ft wide. They  
 were propelled by a single oar at the stem and stern and often had a sail that could  
 be raised.

3. Approximately 400 metres after you reach the golf course, turn right to cross  
 the golf course (staying on signed multi user path).  
4. Cross the railway line at the crossing point (be aware of trains) and follow the  
 Stannerford Road, south through the village of Clara Vale. 
5. Turn right at the war memorial. 
6. Follow this road past Clara Vale Methodist Church.  Continue onto the rough  
 track. 
7. At the end of the track you will find a kissing gate and notice board for Clara  
 Vale nature reserve.  At this point you can visit the nature reserve if you wish.   
 If not, retrace your steps by 50 metres and take the footpath to the right and  
 cross the fields keeping the hedge on your left.

 The Clara Vale Local Nature Reserve is situated on the site of the old Clara Vale  
 colliery which opened in 1889.  By 1930 the pit was producing 500 tons of coal  
 per day with over 1100 men employed. After the closure of the Clara Vale pit in  
 1966 nature reclaimed this site.  It became a protected Local Nature Reserve in  
 1995 and is now home to a wonderful variety of wildlife in every season.

8. Follow this footpath for 0.5km until you reach Crawcrook Lane.
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9. Turn right onto verge beside Crawcrook Lane and continue for approx. 75m,  
 beyond the double farm gates go through the metal kissing gate and follow  
 the field edge parallel with the road through 3 more gates. At the road, cross  
 with care and head to the left of the building site, through a wooden gate and  
 follow this path through 2 more gates to a path, turn right into the woods  
 heading downhill for 150m until you reach the junction with Sled Lane.  
 Turn left onto Sled Lane and continue for approximately 100m until you see a  
 footpath marked on your left. Use this footpath to cross a small bridge over  
 the ditch. Follow this footpath until you reach a stile, head through the next  
 field to the left of the house on the hill. Take the footpath opposite the house,  
 upwards into woods.
10. At path junction, turn right downhill and at the track turn left to reach the  
 entrance to Bradley Gardens on Sled Lane.

 Bradley Hall was built in the mid 1840’s for the wealthy Simpson family.  The site  
 included a  4 acre walled kitchen garden, which included a large glasshouse,  
 allowing the family to grow more exotic fruits of the time such as pineapples, figs,  
 lemons, grapes and oranges. 

 As the Second World War hit Britain the garden was handed over to the war effort  
 and the local land girls worked the garden to produce vegetables and fruit. The  
 garden then went on to have a variety of uses including being a market garden,  
 herb garden and an area for grazing animals. 
 
 Today, this tranquil 18th century walled garden has now been restored and offers  
 good quality refreshment.

11. Walk along Sled Lane, to Daniel Farm where, there is a Farm Shop and tea  
 rooms. 
12. Continue along Sled Lane and at the road junction keep straight until you  
 reach Wylam Wood Road and turn left here.
13. Continue on Wylam Wood Road for approximately 1km.
14. Turn right over the rail bridge and turn right on gravel road immediately  
 over bridge, then in 15 metres turn right down the shared use path onto the  
 old waggonway bridge across the River Tyne.
15. Continue along the old trackbed for 500 metres to the car park and start  
 point. 
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Derwentcote Steel Furnace
You may be interested in visiting Derwentcote Steel Furnace, an early example 
of a steel smelting furnace dating back to the 1730’s. This is a free-to-visit 
English Heritage site and is located in a picturesque spot near the River 
Derwent.  

For more information please use the link below:
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/derwentcote-steel-furnace/

Email: landofoakandiron@groundwork.org.uk                      Tel: 01207 524883

Follow Us

Contact Us

@LandofOakIronLandofOakandIron Land of Oak & Iron

Enjoy Your Visit
We hope you have a great time when walking in the Land of Oak & Iron but 
please remember that many paths are shared with cyclists and horse riders, so 
do be careful and think of the needs of others:

• Listen for cyclists and horse riders who may be approaching from behind
• Be prepared to let cyclists/horse riders pass you, step out the way if you  
  can
• Take care in areas with poor visibility
• Leave gates as they are found
• Take your rubbish home with you
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